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The Nouvel Catholic Central Curriculum

The curriculum at Nouvel Catholic Central High School is designed to be challenging, rigorous,
and meet the needs and interests of its students, while developing the skills and attitudes needed
to pursue excellence in their lives: college, career, family, service and community.

Our courses offer an integrated Christian approach with high expectations in which each student
is challenged to fulfill his or her God-given potential. As a family-oriented school, the partnership
between home and school is at the heart of student success. We seek and support outstanding
faculty who love young people, life and teaching and are positive role models for our students.

The curriculum and instructional methods reflect best practice and keep pace with the changing
demands of a global society. Our future leaders must know how to locate specific information,
analyze, think critically, synthesize and apply concepts in a collaborative environment.

There are certain concepts that every student must master in the core subjects of math, science,
language arts, global studies and theology. Elective courses in the arts, business or advanced
placement courses provide opportunities for specialization and/or career readiness. Students may
also choose to participate in programs at the Saginaw Career Complex, Delta College, Michigan
Virtual High School and more!

The Guidance staff is available to assist with every aspect of the course selection process.

Mr. Daniel Decuf
Head of School
989-399-2239

ddecufnouvelcatholic.org

Mrs. Kerri Boros, LPC
Guidance Counselor

989-399-2231
kborosnouvelcatholic.org

Website

We are Nouvel Ca�olic Central,
ca�ed by Christ to learn, love, and lead…

courageously.

https://nouvelcatholic.org/people/mr-daniel-decuf
https://nouvelcatholic.org/people/mrs-kerri-boros
https://www.nouvelcatholic.org/guidance


EDUCATIONAL AND CAREER DEVELOPMENT

Making career choices can be very difficult, especially as a high school student. There are so
many different choices and the process of narrowing down a future path can be incredibly
overwhelming. Throughout each student’s 4 years at Nouvel Catholic Central, they will work
with our Guidance Counselor to identify their original strengths and interests, as well as pave
out coursework that will aid them in further exploring their interests and developing a path to
meet their educational and career goals.

In Michigan, there are 17 identified Career Clusters:

▸ Agriculture, Food, & Natural Resources
▸ Architecture & Construction
▸ Arts, A/V Technology, & Communications
▸ Business, Management, & Administration
▸ Education & Training
▸ Energy
▸ Finance
▸ Government & Public Administration
▸ Health Science
▸ Hospitality & Tourism
▸ Human Services
▸ Information Technology
▸ Law, Public Safety, Corrections, & Security
▸ Manufacturing
▸ Marketing
▸ Science, Technology, Engineering, & Mathematics
▸ Transportation, Distribution, & Logistics

Within each Career Cluster there are multiple career options that require many of the same
skills, aptitudes and educational training.



ACADEMIC PROGRAM OPTIONS

The Nouvel Catholic Central curriculum is varied to meet the needs and interests of each student.
A total of 26 credits are required for graduation. The requirements include:

College Preparatory Curriculum
Online experience is embedded in the curriculum.
Religious Studies 4 credits World Language 2 credits
English 4 credits Fine Arts 1 credit
Mathematics 4 credits Physical Education* .5 credit
Science 3 credits Health .5 credit
Social Studies 3 credits Humanities .5 credit
Electives 5.0 credits
*PE is not required for students who complete three separate athletic seasons or 3 years of band.

Honors Curriculum
Online experience is embedded in the curriculum.
Religious Studies 4 credits World Language 2 credits
English 4 credits Fine Arts 1 credit
Mathematics 4 credits Physical Education* 1 credit
Science 4 credits Health .5 credit
Social Studies 3 credits Humanities .5 credit
Electives 4.0 credits
*PE is not required for students who complete three separate athletic seasons or 3 years of band.

Honors Cord Requirements
All candidates for an Honor Cord must have the following:

● A cumulative 3.5 GPA at the end of the seventh semester.
● Successfully completed nine honors credits with at least one honors credit in each of their junior

and senior years (AP and dual enrollment classes are considered honors courses) following the
honors curriculum outlined under academic program options.

● A 4th credit in science (as reflected above) is also require

Beyond academic course requirements, each student is required to complete service requirements,
attendance, retreat participation, and demeanor and participation in customs and courtesies of daily life
such as Baccalaureate Mass, Senior Dinner and Commencement.





VOLUNTEERISM

1 Peter 4:10
As each one has received a gift, use it to serve one another as good stewards of God’s varied grace.

As Catholic Christians we are called by Christ to serve one another. Nouvel Catholic Central requires
students to document a minimum of 100 community service hours by graduation. Students should
complete a minimum of 25 hours per year in order to fulfill this requirement. Moreover, community
service requirements must be fulfilled in three different categories: Community, Church/Parish, and
School. Students must complete a minimum of 20 hours in each category (totaling 60 hours); the
remaining 40 hours of service can be earned in any category the student chooses.

All 100 required hours must be performed for non-profit organizations. In the state of
Michigan most of these organizations are qualified as 501(c)(3) nonprofits, which must

operate for charitable, religious, scientific, literary, or educational purposes.

Hours Required Category Description

20 Community Service completed for non-profit organizations outside of the
Church or School environment

20 Church/Parish Service completed at or affiliated with a Parish or Church event

20 School Service completed at or affiliated with Nouvel High School or
Elementary or any other school

The remaining 40 hours can be earned in any category or categories the student chooses.

As part of our nature as Christians we respond to Christ’s call to serve our fellow neighbor or family
member on a daily basis, this is important and necessary. At Nouvel Catholic Central we require
students to go above and beyond this initial call and to serve non-profit organizations within the
community. Not only does this requirement fulfill our call as Christians, but it also serves to prepare
students to be good citizens, college students, employees, and employers after graduation. This is
the reason we do not allow service completed for private citizens or for a for-profit businesses (even
if unpaid) to be counted toward the service requirement.



THEOLOGY
4.0 Credits are required for graduation. Transfer students will have prorated Theology requirements.

1000 Christian Leadership (Elective)
Grade Level: 11, 12

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Semester
0.5

The purpose of this course is to train young people for youth leadership positions within the Catholic
faith. The course goal is to foster personal spiritual growth in each student and to draw them to
responsible participation in the life and mission of the Catholic Church. Students enrolled in this
course will be expected to plan and lead retreats, head up service projects, and take on leadership
roles in liturgy and other faith-building activities on campus.

Prerequisites: None

1005 Basic Philosophy (Elective)
Grade Level: 11, 12

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Semester
0.5

The purpose of this course is to contemplate the following questions: What is truth? What is beauty?
What is goodness? How can the human person be both matter and spirit? Are there limits to freedom?
Where does the moral law come from? How can we know God? How can we know anything? These
questions continue to be asked across generations and cultures, through the rise and fall of societies.
Philosophy and religion, reason and faith, do not oppose but complement each other. This course
offers a survey of famous thinkers of philosophical history and delves into these questions. This
course will train you on how to think critically and confidently, how to develop the point of your
arguments, and how to defend your positions orally and in writing.

Prerequisites: None

1100 The Revelation of Jesus Christ in Scripture
Grade Level: 9

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Semester
0.5

The purpose of this course is to give students a general knowledge and appreciation of the Sacred
Scriptures. Through their study of the Bible, they will come to encounter the living Word of God,
Jesus Christ. In the course, they will learn about the Bible, how it was formed, and its value to people
throughout the world. They will learn how to read the Bible, and will become familiar with the major
sections of the Bible and the books included in each section. The students will pay particular attention
to the Gospels where they will be introduced to the person of Jesus.

Prerequisites: None



1105 Who is Jesus?
Grade Level: 9

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Semester
0.5

The purpose of this course is to introduce students to the Mystery of Jesus Christ, the Living Word of
God, and the three distinct persons of the Blessed Trinity. In this course students will understand that
Jesus Christ is the ultimate revelation to us from God. In learning about who he is, the students will
also learn who he calls them to be.

Prerequisites: None

1200 The Mission of Jesus (The Pascal Mystery)
Grade Level: 10

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Semester
0.5

The purpose of this course is to help students understand all that God has done for us through his Son,
Jesus Christ. Through this course of study, students will learn that from the first moment of creation,
God has planned for us to share eternal happiness with him which is accomplished through the
Redemption Christ won for us. Students will learn that they share in this Redemption only in and
through Jesus Christ. They will also be introduced to what it means to be a disciple of Christ and what
life as a disciple entails.

Prerequisites: None

1205 The Church: The Mission of Jesus Continues
in the World Today
Grade Level: 10

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Semester
0.5

The purpose of this course is to help the students understand that in and through the Church they
encounter the Living Jesus Christ. They will be introduced to the fact that the Church was founded by
Christ through the Apostles and is sustained by him through the Holy Spirit. The students will come
to know that the Church is the living Body of Christ today. This Body has both Divine and human
elements. In this course, students will learn not so much about events in the life of the Church but
about the sacred nature of the Church.

Prerequisites: None

1300 Sacraments as Privileged Encounters with
Jesus Christ (Odd Years)
Grade Level: 11,12

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Semester
0.5

The purpose of this course is to help students understand that they can encounter Christ today in a full
and real way in and through the Sacraments, and especially through the Eucharist. Students will
examine each of the Sacraments in detail so as to learn how they may encounter Christ throughout
life.

Prerequisites: None



1305 Life in Jesus Christ (Even Years)
Grade Level: 11,12

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Semester
0.5

The purpose of this course is to help students understand that it is only through Christ that they can
fully live out God’s plans for their lives. Students are to learn the moral concepts and precepts that
govern the lives of Christ’s disciples.

Prerequisites: None

1310 Living as a Disciple of Jesus Christ in Society
(Even Years)
Grade Level: 11,12

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Semester
0.5

The purpose of this course is to introduce students to the Church’s Social Teaching. In this course
students are to learn how Christ’s concern for others, especially the poor and needy, is present today
in the Church’s social teaching and mission.

Prerequisites: None

1315 Ecumenical & Interfaith Issues (Odd Years)
Grade Level: 11,12

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Semester
0.5

The purpose of this course is to help the students understand the manner in which the Catholic Church
relates to non-Catholic Christian churches and denominations as well as to other religions of the
world. Building on the foundational truth that the fullness of God’s Revelation subsists in the Catholic
Church, the course is intended to help students to recognize the ways in which important spiritual
truths can also be found in non-Catholic Christian churches and in non-

Christian religions. It is also intended to help them to recognize the ways in which other systems of
belief and practice differ from the Catholic faith.

Prerequisites: None



ENGLISH
Four credits required for graduation. All English classes require supplemental readings.

The English Department at Nouvel Catholic Central High School is committed to the pursuit of
academic excellence. The foremost objective is to fashion a knowledgeable young adult capable of
successfully adapting to a diverse, ever-changing global society. This will be achieved through rigorous
and continuous strengthening of reading, writing, speaking, and listening skills. Critical thinking
(Bloom’s Taxonomy) is a core component of the expectations. All core English courses require Modern
Language Association (MLA) format. Upper level AP and Honors courses will also introduce American
Psychological Association (APA) style.

2000 Creative Writing & Reading (Elective)
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Semester
0.5

This course is designed to offer students the opportunity to engage in a vast array of writing and
reading styles. Encouraging students to step out of their comfort zone and use their God given talents
will highlight their untapped creative potential. This is also an opportunity that will allow students to
take the initiative to actively collaborate with others. MLA format is not the major focus since the
course is not textbook driven.

Prerequisites: None

2005 Journalism (Elective)
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Sem. or Yr.
0.5 or 1.0

Journalism is an intensive writing course available for students in grades 10-12. Students will learn
the basics involved in reporting the news, with a focus on the following areas of news writing:
judgment, objectivity, six-point hard news leads, soft or feature leads, inverted pyramid style of
organization, interviewing, use of quotations and attribution. In addition, students will be able to
identify, analyze and write for each of the major sections of a Newspaper (News, Feature, Sports and
Opinion). Students will also possess a better understanding of the power of the media, media bias, and
how the world of print media is changing and evolving.

Prerequisites: None

2100 English I: Literary Genres and Comp.
Grade Level: 9

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Year
1.0

This course is designed to introduce students to various genres and to emphasize the writing process.
Students will develop their writing skills by studying and practicing the writing of sentences,
paragraphs, and short essays. This class is designated for students in need of basic reading and writing
enrichment with individualized instruction. Additionally, focus on the development of effective
communication skills in relation to the reading and writing concepts in the working world and/or
college setting will be emphasized.

Prerequisites: None



2105 CP English I: Literary Genres & Comp.
Grade Level: 9

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Year
1.0

This course is an introduction to the study of literary genres and the writing process. A major focus
will be devoted to the preparation for college work and formal papers. Students will develop their
writing skills by studying and practicing the writing of sentences and paragraphs resulting in effective
compositions in various formats. Formal (MLA) and informal writing styles will be incorporated in
relation to the literature. Critical thinking as well as study and organizational skills will also be
incorporated.

Prerequisites: None

2110 Honors English I: Literary Genres & Comp.
Grade Level: 9

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Year
1.0

This course is designed to introduce students to a variety of literary genres, as well as development of
reading, writing, and critical thinking skills. The primary objective is to teach students the writing and
cognitive skills necessary to produce quality formal (MLA) and informal writing styles. Students will
learn how various literary and figurative techniques enhance their literature experience. Students will
be expected to write extensively throughout the year. The honors level encourages student
responsibility, motivation, free thinking, and creativity while requiring students to work at a faster and
more efficient pace.

Prerequisites: None

2200 English II American Literature & Comp.
Grade Level: 10

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Year
1.0

As a continuum from English I, this course aims to support individual student learning needs in
reading, writing, speaking and listening. Students will explore literary works by major American
writers, focusing on how the literature of various historic time periods reflects changes in the culture
and values of the United States. Moreover, students will explore their own values and cultural beliefs
as they examine their individual connections to various literary works and themes. Increasing
emphasis will be placed on development of reading comprehension and critical thinking skills,
appreciation of literary genres, and appropriate use of basic essay formats and the writing process.

Prerequisites: None

2205 CP English II American Literature & Comp.
Grade Level: 10

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Year
1.0

This course is designed to acquaint students with the culture and values of the United States through
an extensive study of its literature and authors in conjunction with historical time periods and to
provide meaningful applications to the students’ lives. The course also aims to reinforce and expand
on correct writing formats with particular emphasis on general essay structure and critical thinking
skills for both formal (MLA) and informal writings. Students will continue to build upon literary
skills developed in prior English classes.



Prerequisites: None

2210 Honors English II: American Literature &
Composition
Grade Level: 10

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Year
1.0

One of the primary objectives of this course is for students to learn about the culture of the United
States and make thematic connections to their own lives. Through intensive study, students will gain
an appreciation of the diverse literature and accomplished authors. Emphasis will be directed toward
enhancing critical thinking skills, motivation, creativity, and student responsibility through a faster
paced class at a more concentrated level than college preparatory. The course also aims to strengthen
formal (MLA) and informal writing formats that focus on a higher level of cognitive skills for various
purposes. This class will help students master previous literary skills as well as challenge them with
new analytical concepts.

Prerequisites: None

2300 CP English III: British Literature & Comp.
Grade Level: 11

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Year
1.0

This course will expose students to the rich literary traditions exemplified by British authors
throughout history. The sequence of the selected reading will be, for the most part, chronological,
beginning with works of the Anglo-Saxon period and concluding with those of the Modern Era.
Throughout the survey, students will be able to effectively evaluate the cultural evolution of our
British heritage. Moreover, students will read a vast array of genres and participate in a variety of
class discussions, group activities, written responses and oral presentations. Students will be
challenged to develop critical thinking skills along with developing a solid writing style. They will
write fluently for multiple purposes to produce compositions (analytical and persuasive essays,
research reports, creative writing). Students must actively participate in all aspects of the class in
order to be successful.

Prerequisites: None

2305 Honors English III: British Literature &
Comp.
Grade Level: 11

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Year
1.0

This course will expose students to the rich literary traditions exemplified by British authors
throughout history. The sequence of the selected readings will be, for the most part, chronological,
beginning with works of the Anglo-Saxon period and concluding with those of the Modern Era.
Students will read a vast array of genres and participate in a variety of class discussions, group
activities, written responses and oral presentations. In order to fulfill honors expectations, students
will be challenged to develop more advanced critical thinking skills along with developing a unique
and sophisticated writing style. They will write fluently for multiple purposes to produce
compositions (analytical and persuasive essays, research reports, creative writings, etc.). Students will
actively engage in their learning and will be expected to contribute fully to the learning community.

Prerequisites: None



2320 AP Language & Composition
Grade Level: 11

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Year
1.0

AP Language and Composition is structured to provide students with the opportunities  to engage
with ideas and concepts related to reading and writing skills associated with the big ideas of
rhetorical analysis, claims and evidence, reasoning and organization, and style. There is an emphasis
on rigorous nonfiction texts to give students the opportunity to improve writing skills and style by
identifying and explaining the author’s use of rhetorical devices and strategies.  They will read and
annotate texts from a critical perspective in order to craft well-reasoned essays and personal
reflections in preparation for the AP College Board exam.

Prerequisites: Minimum of a “B” in Honors English II

2400 CP English IV: World Literature
Grade Level: 12

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Year
1.0

This class is designed to acquaint students with authors, writings, and cultures around the world in
accordance with historical time periods. Students will explore and analyze the diversity, significance,
and relevance of world literature. Emphasis is placed on making personal and social connections with
the historical background and cultural context of the authors and reading. In conjunction with the
literature, a continuation of previously learned writing formats and styles will be perfected. Attention
will be paid to understanding the author's purpose, tone, structure, and techniques. Students will learn
to model their own writing after patterns found in published authors’ works and to find their own
topic ideas from reading quality writing. Students will refine their grammar and sentence fluency
skills through careful editing of their own work and that of peers. Polishing will be the final step in
every writing process.

Prerequisites: None

2500 AP Literature & Composition
Grade Level: 12

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Year
1.0

Students will learn to read and comprehend some of the finest poetry, drama, novels, short stories, and
essays written in various cultures with an emphasis on literature written in English. They will learn
how to discover meaning in literature by being attentive to language, image, character, action,
argument, and the various techniques and strategies authors use to evoke emotional responses from
readers. Students will be expected to justify their interpretations by reference to details and patterns
found in the reading requirements and also to compare their interpretations with those proposed by
others including classmates, teachers, and published literary scholars. In addition to all other types of
writing, the analytical essay is a staple of the course. Students will learn to sustain an argument while
guiding a reader through well-organized evidence drawn from the details of a selection. Students are
strongly encouraged to take the AP test in May.

Prerequisites: Minimum of a “B” in Honors English III or AP Language & Composition



MATHEMATICS
Four years/credits required for graduation for all students. Michigan state curriculum standards require
that students pass Algebra I, Geometry and Algebra II.

3000 Algebra Essentials
Grade Level: 9

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Year
1.0

The aim of Essentials is to strengthen students’ mathematical skills that are necessary for success in
Algebra courses and to introduce basic Algebra skills at a slower pace than the Algebra I class. The
course content includes operations with positive and negative numbers, fractions, decimals, percents,
monomials and polynomials, systems of equations and applications through story problems.

The expectation is that students will follow up with a year of Algebra I after completing Algebra
Essentials.

Prerequisites: None

3100 Geometry
Grade Level: 9

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Year
1.0

Geometry includes such topics as proofs (two-column and paragraph), inductive and deductive
reasoning, transformation, congruence and coordinate geometry. Similarity, right triangle
trigonometry, properties of circles, and three-dimensional figures will also be studied and applied.

Prerequisites: None

3105 Honors Geometry
Grade Level: 9

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Year
1.0

This course gives students the opportunity to study more rigorous geometry skills at a faster pace than
regular geometry. There is an emphasis on algebra skills and outside projects. Honors Geometry
includes such topics as proofs (two-column, paragraph, and flow), inductive and deductive reasoning;
coordinate geometry, transformations, and congruence. Similarity, trigonometry, properties of circles,
and three-dimensions figures will also be studied and applied.

Prerequisites: Eighth grade math with teacher recommendation or Algebra I from middle school

3200 Algebra I
Grade Level: 10

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Year
1.0

The topics in Algebra I (Applications, Equations, Graphs) include properties of real numbers, linear
equations and inequalities, systems of linear equations and inequalities, exponents, radical and



rational expressions, correlation, linear regression and arithmetic and geometric sequences. Students
will graph, solve and apply linear, exponential, and quadratic functions and will create plots of data.

Prerequisites: Geometry or Algebra Essentials

3205 Honors Algebra I
Grade Level: 10

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Year
1.0

The topics in Algebra I (Applications, Equations, Graphs) include properties of real numbers, linear
equations and inequalities, systems of linear equations and inequalities, exponents, radical and
rational expressions, correlation, linear regression and arithmetic and geometric sequences. Students
will graph, solve and apply linear, exponential, and quadratic functions and will create plots of data.
Students will complete a function portfolio and in-depth writing assignments.

Prerequisites: “B” average in Honors Geometry or an “A” average in Geometry and teacher
recommendation.

3300 Algebra II
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Year
1.0

Students will study a variety of functions in Algebra II including polynomial, rational, radical,
exponential, logarithmic, inverse and trigonometric functions. Other topics include: complex
numbers, Binomial Theorem, radian measure, the unit circle, sequences and series, understanding
data collection and analysis in relation to the normal distribution, and graphical representation of data
and trigonometric graphs. Students entering Algebra II may be required to do summer work to
prepare for class.

Prerequisites: Algebra I

3305 Honors Algebra II & Pre-Calculus
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Year
1.0

An in-depth emphasis is placed on functions in Honors Algebra II (Applications, Equations, Graphs).
Students will study a variety of functions including polynomial, rational, radical, exponential,
logarithmic, inverse and trigonometric functions. Other topics include: complex numbers, Binomial
Theorem, radian measure, the unit circle, sequences and series, understanding data collection and
analysis in relation to the normal distribution, and graphical representation of data and trigonometric
graphs. Students entering Honors Algebra II may be required to do summer work to prepare for class.

Prerequisites: “B” average in Honors Algebra I or an “A” average in Algebra I and teacher
recommendation.

3310 | 3315
3320 | 3425

Algebra II (4 Semester Course)
Grade Level: 11, 12

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Year (Each)
1.0 (Each)

The four semester Algebra II course covers the same content as the two semester Algebra II course,



except at a slower pace. During the first year, the students will study linear, quadratic, polynomial and
radical functions as well as inequalities, powers, roots, Binomial Theorem and complex numbers.
During the second year, the students will study exponential, logarithmic, trigonometric and rational
functions, sequences and series, radian measure, the unit circle and understanding data collection and
analysis in relation to the normal distribution.

Prerequisites: Teacher recommendation is required for this course; Algebra I

3400 Trigonometry
Grade Level: 12

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Semester
0.5

This course is offered for the student who is interested in math but is not prepared for the more
advanced course of Pre-Calculus. Included in the course study are: solving right triangles, angular and
radian measures, trig functions and their graphs, using trig equations identities, solving equations that
contain trigonometric functions, polar and rectangular coordinates, Law of Sines and Law of Cosines.

Prerequisites: Algebra II

3405 Statistics
Grade Level: 12

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Semester
0.5

This one-semester course in elementary statistics is designed for college bound seniors. Topics
include: data collection and sampling practices, data analysis and display, measures of center and
variation, probability, random variables, binomial, Poisson and normal distributions. Students will
study the practical applications of statistics in the fields of business, science, and education.

Prerequisites: Algebra II

3410 Analysis of Functions (Pre-Calculus)
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Year
1.0

This one-year class is a continuation of Algebra II topics. It reviews and expands on the same material
as Honors Pre-Calculus but moves at a slower pace. New topics include vectors, polar coordinates,
complex numbers, trigonometry, exponential and logarithmic functions. The goals include:
developing proficiency with mathematical skills, expanding understanding of mathematical concepts
using the graphing calculator, and preparing students for a college pre- calculus or calculus course.

Prerequisites: Algebra II



3415 Honors Analysis of Functions (Pre-Calculus)
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Year
1.0

This one-year class is a continuation of Algebra II topics. It reviews and expands on the concepts of
Algebra II in greater depth and difficulty including application methods. New topics include vectors,
polar coordinates, complex numbers, trigonometry, conics, exponential and logarithmic functions and
an introduction to limits. The goals include: developing proficiency with mathematical skills,
expanding understanding of mathematical concepts using the graphing calculator, and preparing
students for an AP or college calculus course.

Prerequisites: “B” average in Honors Algebra II or an “A” in Algebra II and a written teacher
recommendation.

3500 AP Calculus AB
Grade Level: 11, 12

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Year
1.0

AP Calculus consists of a full high school academic year of work that is comparable to a Calculus I
course at the collegiate level. The AP Calculus course is an extremely rigorous class that calls on the
skills and information acquired from previous math courses to perform limits, derivatives,
antiderivatives, integrals and differentials with major emphasis on applications. The course
emphasizes a multi-representational approach to calculus, with concepts, results, and problems being
expressed geometrically, numerically, analytically, and verbally. There will be summer course work
to be completed and turned in at the beginning of the course in September. It is expected that
students who take AP Calculus will seek college credit through the AP Calculus exam given by
the College Board each spring.

Prerequisites: “B” average in Honors Pre-Calculus.

3505 AP Calculus BC
Grade Level: 12

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Year
1.0

AP Calculus BC consists of a full high school academic year of work that is comparable to a Calculus
II course at the collegiate level. The AP Calculus BC course is an extremely rigorous class that
continues and expands on the topics of AP Calculus AB and calls on the skills and information
acquired from previous math courses to perform limits, antiderivatives, integrals, and differentials
with major emphasis on applications. Additional topics include Euler’s Method, L’Hosptial’s Rule,
additional integration rules, derivatives of parametric, polar, and vector functions, as well as
polynomial approximations and series. The course emphasizes a multi- representational approach to
calculus, with concepts, results, and problems being expressed geometrically, numerically,
analytically, and verbally. There will be summer course work to be completed and turned in at
the beginning of the course in September. It is expected that students who take AP Calculus will
seek college credit through the AP Calculus exam given by the College Board each spring.

Prerequisites: “B” average in AP Calculus AB



SCIENCE
Three credits required for graduation; four credits are required for the Honors program. The State of
Michigan requires the completion of one credit of Biology, one credit of either Chemistry or Physics,
and one additional credit of physical science.

4100 CP Biology
Grade Level: 9

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Year
1.0

This course emphasizes biochemistry, cytology and cellular division, molecular genetics,  Mendel’s
genetics, classification, biodiversity, and ecology. The content for this course includes  biological
structures and functions, processes and cycles, and systems. Emphasis is placed on  explanation,
description, analysis, and laboratory study. Skills in observation, experimental  design and analysis,
and the use of the microscope are developed throughout the course. The  course is intended to provide
the student with a basic knowledge of biology leading to further  study at the secondary or university
level. For all students the course provides a foundation for  life-long learning and interaction with
issues in Biology.

Prerequisites: None

4105 Honors Biology
Grade Level: 9

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Year
1.0

This course covers the same material as Biology; however, students will be expected to answer an
increase of high-level questions on unit tests and to express their scientific knowledge  in writing for
each unit. In addition, for each unit the student will be expected to complete a unit  project which will
involve synthesis skills. High-self motivation, excellent work ethic, interest,  and enthusiasm for
science are a must.

Prerequisites: 8th grade science teacher’s recommendation

4200 Chemistry
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Year
1.0

This course is for the college-bound student who needs a sound science background. The  structure
and properties of matter are studied along with chemical bonding, stoichiometry, gasses,  liquids and
solids, and chemical thermodynamics. There is a great deal of math involved in this  course. Lab
activities will be performed in correlation with material covered. Any students  seriously considering
entering engineering or medical/health related schools in college are highly  recommended to take
chemistry and physics.

Prerequisites: Biology

4205 Honors Chemistry
Grade Level: 10, 11

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Year
1.0

The same as Chemistry except students will move at a faster pace. The amount of material is
increased and is covered in more depth than that of the College-Preparatory Chemistry. A higher



level of problem solving is also expected. Lab activities will be performed in correlation with
material covered. Any student seriously considering entering engineering or medical/health  related
schools in college are highly recommended to take chemistry and physics as they are required by
many colleges.

Prerequisites: Biology & Teacher Recommendation

4215 Forensic Science
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Semester
0.5

This course is designed to introduce the history, science, and practical side of forensic science.
Students will be exposed to many different aspects of the field and will gain experience in many  of
its main tools – crime scene reconstruction, fingerprint collection and analysis, blood typing  and
what spatter patterns tell investigators, trace evidence, DNA fingerprinting, patterns of  decay,
entomology, ballistics, injuries as evidence, etc. Students will also engage in discussions relating to
social justice, inherent bias, and implications of past and present science methods used in forensic
science.

Prerequisites: Grade 10 must be concurrently enrolled in Chemistry and have earned a B or above
in Biology.

4220 Zoology
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Semester
0.5

This course involves the survey of the invertebrate animal kingdom with emphasis on the evolution,
structure and function, habitat, and body systems. This course includes a deeper look into
classification, porifera, cnidarians, platyhelminthes, nematodes, annelids, mollusks, arthropods.
Emphasis is placed on explanation, description, analysis, research, presentations, and laboratory
study. Skills in observation, dissection, project presentation and the use of the microscope are
developed throughout the course. The course is intended to provide the student with a basic
knowledge of the major characteristics of invertebrate zoology.

Prerequisites: Grade 10 must be concurrently enrolled in Chemistry and have earned a B or above
in Biology.

4230 Astronomy
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Semester
0.5

This course will provide students with a study of the universe and its conditions. Students will learn
how astronomy intertwines with other scientific disciplines, laws of planetary motion and the
properties of various bodies in space.

Prerequisites: None

4300 Anatomy & Physiology
Grade Level: 11, 12

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Year
1.0

Students who are interested in the workings of the human body but are not planning a career in health



or medical science are encouraged to enroll in this course. The structure and function of the human
body will be covered. Students will also explore different medical-related careers through
assignments and projects. The MannikenR Anatomy in Clay System is used as a teaching tool.

Prerequisites: Biology and Chemistry

4305 Honors Anatomy & Physiology
Grade Level: 11, 12

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Year
1.0

This course is designed for the college prep student who plans to pursue a health related career. The
structure and function of the human body is examined in great detail using the MannikenR Anatomy
in Clay System and various careers related to medical science are explored.

Prerequisites: Biology, Chemistry, and Teacher Recommendation

4240 Lab Technology & Science Research Seminar
Grade Level: 12

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Sem. or Yr.
0.5 or 1.0

In this course students will learn about scientific research, how statistics fit into scientific research,
and engage in the planning, performing, and communicating of original science and engineering
research. Due to the nature of the course, students must be self-disciplined and self-motivated. The
class will meet daily as a group during the scheduled period. Structured activities will take place
almost daily during Semester I, including learning about how science research works, analyzing
scientific data, reading research articles, and practice with interpreting and communicating science.
Towards the end of Semester I, students will develop an independent or small group research project
that will be carried out during Semester II.  During the second semester  independent research project
phase, the class will meet formally as a group before students break out to work on individual
research needs including but limited to collecting data and/or working with other teachers. Students
will have a daily check-in and will be provided the opportunity to set up laboratory experiments for a
variety of courses, especially courses they have taken or sciences they are interested in. At the end of
Semester II, the student will present their project to faculty and a regional science fair exhibition.

Prerequisites: Must have completed or be in the process of completing at least 4 other science
courses of which some must be Honors/AP; must have completed or be in the
process of a math course higher than Algebra II; Science Department Approval
Required.

4310 Physics
Grade Level: 11, 12

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Year
1.0

This course offers an introduction to the fundamental laws of nature on which all science is based.
Through discussion, laboratory exploration and problem solving, students will use the skills that they
have previously learned in Algebra and Geometry to study the topics of mechanics, work, energy,
power, waves, sound, light and electricity. Students interested in engineering, science, math or
medical/health related fields are highly recommended to take physics in high school.

Prerequisites: Algebra I & Geometry



4315 Honors Physics
Grade Level: 11, 12

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Year
1.0

This course is designed for honors level juniors and seniors with a strong math and science
background interested in pursuing a career in science, math, or engineering. Students will engage in
discussion, laboratory exploration and problem solving to discover and verify the fundamental laws
that govern the world around them. Topics include mechanics, work, energy, power, waves, sound,
light and electricity. Due to the rigor of this course, solid mastery of algebra and geometry skills is
required for success. Students interested in engineering, science, math or medical/health related fields
are highly recommended to take physics in high school.

Prerequisites: Honors Algebra I & Honors Geometry

4500 AP Physics C
Grade Level: 11, 12

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Year
1.0

Designed for students interested in pursuing careers in science, engineering, or math, this challenging
calculus-based course follows College Board guidelines in the study of advanced Newtonian
mechanics. Students will engage in discussion, laboratory experiences and problem solving to
discover and verify the physical laws which govern our world. While prior experience with physics is
not required, students should be enrolled in calculus while taking this course.
Students successful on the AP Physics C exam at the end of the course may earn credit for one
semester of college level calculus based physics.

Prerequisites: Biology, Chemistry, and Teacher Approval. Concurrent enrollment or completion of
AP Calculus AB

4505 AP Biology
Grade Level: 11, 12

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Year
1.0

Designed for juniors and seniors interested in pursuing a career in science or the medical field. Topics
will range over the whole spectrum, from cell biology and cellular processes to human anatomy and
physiology and ecology. Students are strongly encouraged to take the AP exam in May.

Prerequisites: Biology, Chemistry, and Teacher Approval

4510 AP Chemistry
Grade Level: 11, 12

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Year
1.0

Only students who will be taking chemistry in college should consider taking this course. The purpose
of the AP Chemistry course is to cover the basic facts and principles of Chemistry in detail. Upon
completion of the course, the student may take the AP Chemistry exam to receive College Science
Credit. Lab activities will be performed in correlation with material covered. Independent study is
strongly needed because of the rapid pace of the course. A large amount of problem solving takes
place in the class. Students are strongly encouraged to take the AP exam in May.

Prerequisites: Biology, Chemistry, and Teacher Recommendation



SOCIAL STUDIES
Three credits are required for graduation. The State of Michigan requires the following courses:
US History, World History, Government, and Economics.

5505 Current Events & Issues
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Semester
0.5

Using newspapers, weekly news magazines, news TV, and the Internet we will look at events that
shape our world locally, nationally, and earthly. Students will work independently as well as in small
groups to delve into the backgrounds of breaking and ongoing news stories. The student should have
the skills to analyze and think critically. The ability to work independently is essential for success.

Prerequisites: None

5020 Historical Research & Analysis
Grade Level: 11, 12

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Semester
0.5

This course will focus on how and why theories of historical events develop in cultures. It features
in-depth study of historical events and the interpretation of those events, and includes intensive
research, class discussion; a class project will be developed in consultation with the instructor.

Prerequisites: None

5100 CP Modern U.S. History and Geography
Grade Level: 9

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Year
1.0

The year will be spent delving into people and events that shaped America and the European nations.
The course will not necessarily be chronological, but include comparison units across time spans and
continents starting with the turn of the century. The interwoven relations of these two areas and others
will be discussed. Topics could include: Industrial Revolution, Immigration Waves and the Causes,
Period of Imperialism, The 1930s - The Cold War, Vietnam, World Wars I and II, African Americans,
Women, Hispanics, Native Americans and other cultural contributions to our history. The course
emphasizes writing and evaluating events as historians. Students will read one historical novel as a
class and one of their choice.

Prerequisites: None

5105 Honors Modern U.S. History and Geography
Grade Level: 9

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Year
1.0

This is an intense study in American and European events based on the same format as Modern
American History. It includes more independent reading and analysis of historical documents and
topics.

Prerequisites: “B” average in English and Social Studies.



5200 CP World History and Geography
Grade Level: 10

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Year
1.0

This course will be spent studying the cultural, political, economic, and religious aspects of the
nations of Latin America, the Far East countries of China, Korea and Japan, South Asia - including
India, the nations of the Middle East, European nations, and the nations of Africa.
There will be an overview of the problems facing, and the contributions made by, these countries to
civilization (traditional and modern). An integral part of this course will include geography,
situations, problems, and the future impact on students and the world. Research is required for
in-class discussions of current events and issues from the various countries. Discussion of topical
current events and use of current periodicals will increase multi-cultural awareness of the world.
Students will discuss the theme of cultural diffusion throughout this course by looking at how ideas,
people, religion, and resources spread to new regions.

Prerequisites: None

5205 Honors World History and Geography
Grade Level: 10

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Year
1.0

This course will be spent studying the cultural, political, economic, and religious aspects of the
nations of Latin America, the Far East countries of China, Korea and Japan, South Asia - including
India, the nations of the Middle East, European nations, and the nations of Africa.
There will be an overview of the problems facing, and the contributions made by these countries to
civilization (traditional and modern). An integral part of this course will include geography,
situations, problems, and the future impact on students and the world. Research is required for
in-class discussions of current events and issues from the various countries. Discussion of topical
current events and use of current periodicals will increase multicultural awareness of the world.
Students will discuss the theme of cultural diffusion throughout this course by looking at how ideas,
people, religion, and resources spread to new regions. Honors students will be required to
independently read the text and primary documents. Also, honors students will be assigned additional
writing and research projects that may or may not be related to items discussed in class. Honors
students will be tested on any assigned reading, which may or may not be discussed in class.

Prerequisites: “B” average in English and Social Studies.

5300 American Government (Civics)
Grade Level: 11, 12

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Semester
0.5

This class focuses on the function and the structure of local, state, and federal political systems. The
course will include a study of the three branches of government, the historical background to the
Constitution, the wide variety of presidents and their administrations, Civil Rights, (including the
struggle for black and women rights and their contribution to our society), in-depth study of the
Articles and the Amendments, and citizenship within the political system. The rights and
responsibilities of citizenship is an integral part of this course.

Prerequisites: None



5305 Economics - Theory & Applied
Grade Level: 11, 12

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Semester
0.5

Economics is the study of the choices and decisions people make about how to use the world’s
resources. Understanding economics will help students make informed decisions for themselves and
better assess decisions made by others. Examples of topics to be covered include economic theory,
market structures and comparative economics systems. The role of the entrepreneur in our free market
system and the influence of government policy on the system will be investigated. Life skills such as
wise use of credit, using the banking system, taxes, the benefits of saving for retirement and the
different types of investments available are presented by local business experts.

The student will use the Yahoo! Finance and MarketWatch to keep up to date with and analyze
economic trends. They will also participate in a Stock Market simulation by maintaining their
portfolio by deciding when to buy and sell shares in corporations listed on the NYSE and NASDAQ.

Prerequisites: None

5500 AP US History
Grade Level: 11, 12

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Year
1.0

This college level course is an intensive and rigorous study of American history from the European
exploration era to the present. The class is designed to provide students with the analytical skills and
factual knowledge necessary to deal critically with the problems and material in US history. Emphasis
is placed upon the political, economic, social and cultural influences that have shaped America.
Discussions, writing skills, analytical reading, critical thinking, and historical interpretation are
stressed. Students are strongly encouraged to take the AP exam in the spring. Students admitted to
this program should be willing to pursue reading and writing at a more intense level with a summer
reading expectation.

Prerequisites: “B” average in English and Social Studies and instructor’s approval

5505 AP U.S. Government
Grade Level: 11, 12

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Year
1.0

This course will include all the topics covered in American Government but in more detail and deeper
understanding. It will also include a study of the different political ideology that shaped our
government as well as other world governments. Current events and issues will be addressed with the
use of online news sources. Outside reading is required. Students are strongly encouraged to take the
AP exam in May.

Prerequisites: “B” average in English and Social Studies and either Honors or AP American
History and instructor’s approval.

5510 AP Microeconomics
Grade Level: 11, 12

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Semester
0.5

AP Microeconomics is an introductory college-level microeconomics course. Students cultivate their
understanding of the principles that apply to the functions of individual economic decision- makers by



using principles and models to describe economic situations and predict and explain outcomes with
graphs, charts, and data as they explore concepts like scarcity and markets; costs, benefits, and
marginal analysis; production choices and behavior; and market inefficiency and public policy.
Students are prepared and encouraged to take the AP exam in May.

Prerequisites: None

5515 AP Macroeconomics
Grade Level: 11, 12

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Semester
0.5

AP Macroeconomics is an introductory college-level macroeconomics course. Students cultivate their
understanding of the principles that apply to an economic system as a whole by using principles and
models to describe economic situations and predict and explain outcomes with graphs, charts, and
data as they explore concepts like economic measurements, markets, macroeconomic models, and
macroeconomic policies. Students are prepared and encouraged to take the AP exam in May.

Prerequisites: None



WORLD LANGUAGE
Two credits required for graduation. The Michigan Department of Education will allow students to
substitute their second year of a world language for an additional credit in Fine Arts. Many competitive
colleges would like you to have 2+ of World Language for admission. Check with the university of your
choice for their specific requirements.

6100 Spanish I
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Year
1.0

Students will develop a basic foundation in Spanish through communicative activities, group and
partner work, vocabulary building skills, and an introduction to basic grammatical structures.
Students will learn fundamental cultural information about Spanish-speaking countries throughout the
world via movies, songs, food, etc. Course is taught in both Spanish and English.

Prerequisites: None

6200 Spanish II
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Year
1.0

Students will expand on their basic foundation in Spanish grammar and conversation. The main
objective is to increase students’ acquisition of written and spoken Spanish with a variety of thematic
vocabulary and cultural units. They will concentrate on improving the speed and accuracy of their
spoken Spanish. Cultural topics of study will be an important part of the class. Course is taught
primarily in Spanish with some English.

Prerequisites: Spanish I or recommendation or “B” or higher in middle school Spanish with
teacher recommendation.

6300 Honors Spanish III
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Year
1.0

In Spanish III students put into practice the skills learned in Spanish I and II. A wide array of thematic
vocabulary and grammar will be taught throughout the year. Students are encouraged to speak
Spanish using both previously and newly acquired language structures. Formal speaking and writing
projects as well as reading and listening activities will further improve their language skills. Culture is
taught through the use of novels, films, guest speakers, and multimedia presentations by both teacher
and students. This class will be mainly conducted in the Spanish language.

Prerequisites: Spanish II

.

6400 Honors Spanish IV
Grade Level: 11, 12

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Year
1.0

The purpose of this course is to increase the students’ ability to understand and to use acquired
language throughout all four key language skill areas: listening, speaking, reading, and writing.
Students will read and discuss novels in Spanish and will create original compositions. Students will



participate in various activities allowing them the opportunity to use the language in a variety of
real-life communicative situations. Students will learn the finer nuances of the language through
advanced grammar and non-focused vocabulary presentations and practices. This course will also
increase the students’ awareness with regards to the significant contributions made by the Hispanic
world via multimedia presentations, books, and guest speakers. Teacher and students will speak
primarily in Spanish.

Prerequisites: “B” average in Spanish III and instructor permission

6500 Honors Spanish V
Grade Level: 12

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Year
1.0

The purpose of this course is to increase the students’ ability to understand and to use acquired
language throughout all four key language skill areas: listening, speaking, reading, and writing.
Students will read and discuss novels in Spanish and will create original compositions. Students will
participate in various activities allowing them the opportunity to use the language in a variety of
real-life communicative situations. Students will learn the finer nuances of the language through
advanced grammar and non-focused vocabulary presentations and practices. This course will also
increase the students’ awareness with regards to the significant contributions made by the Hispanic
world via multimedia presentations, books, and guest speakers. Teacher and students will speak
primarily in Spanish.

Prerequisites: “B” average in Spanish III and instructor permission

6400 Honors Spanish IV 1.0 credit
Grades 11, 12

The purpose of this course is to advance the students’ fluency with the Spanish language. This class will
be centered on expanding students’ abilities in reading, writing, speaking and listening in Spanish
through in-depth analysis of culturally relevant material. This material will include novels, short stories,
news articles and films. Students will fine tune skills learned in Spanish I-
IV. This will be accomplished through discussion and debate as well as essays, books reviews, and oral
presentations. This course will continue to add to the students’ awareness of the significant contributions
made by Hispanic people in our world. Students will also experience firsthand the differences in culture
through guest speakers. Teacher and students will speak primarily, if not entirely in Spanish.

Prerequisite: “B” average in Spanish IV and permission by instructor.



FINE ARTS
One credit of Fine Arts is required for graduation.

7000 Band
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Year
1.0

The Concert Band is primarily a performance-oriented organization. Students will work to achieve the
highest level of individual and ensemble skills. Many extra opportunities are available, including
MSBOA festivals, workshops, clinics, special trips and performances. Historical and musical analysis
is also included. Concert band members are also required to participate in marching band and
basketball pep band.

Prerequisites: Summer band camp

7005 Honors Band
Grade Level: 11, 12

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Year
1.0

Upon completion of two years in concert band, a student may enroll in the honors program. In
addition to regular concert band activities, these third and fourth year members will be required to do
some advanced study as determined by the director to receive the honors credit.

The Concert Band is primarily a performance-oriented organization. Students will work to achieve the
highest level of individual and ensemble skills. Many extra opportunities are available, including
MSBOA festivals, workshops, clinics, special trips and performances. Historical and musical analysis
is also included. Concert band members are also required to participate in marching band and
basketball pep band. Honors credit will require additional activities.

Prerequisites: Completion of 2 years of Band; summer band camp

7100 Art Fundamentals
Grade Level: 9

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Semester
0.5

Art Fundamentals is a semester course designed to give beginning students an introductory
experience with art. The elements of art and the principles of design are introduced. Students
investigate traditional media through simple exercises, which will build upon one another.
Emphasis will be on the development of perceptual skills by means of drawing from observation, and
the use of a variety of drawing exercises. Group critiques will be used to increase artistic vocabulary.
Career opportunities in the visual arts are explored as well as a survey of art from its earliest visual
record to the present. Sketchbook work is also required and graded. This introductory course of art is
a prerequisite for further study.

Prerequisites: None

7205 Photograpy I
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Semester
0.5

A basic study of photography as an art form. The course includes the study of pinhole, traditional



black and white and digital photography. The fundamentals of camera controls, composition and
content, exposure control, lighting, color theory, processing film, making a print and displaying a
print are emphasized.

Prerequisites: None

7206 Photography II
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Semester
0.5

Photography II is an advanced, semester course designed for the serious student who demonstrates
exceptional interest and ability in photography. Students will have the opportunity to do advanced
work in traditional black and white and digital photography. Learning to critique photography will be
a major aspect of this class, along with the exploration of new techniques, careers in photography, and
the proper presentation of completed work. Course emphasis is on the development of a portfolio
consisting of 6-12 prints.

Prerequisites: Photography I

7207 Film Study
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Semester
0.5

Film Study is a semester course designed as an introduction to the historical development of film as
an art form. The student views contemporary and classic American and European films in a variety of
genres after which there are discussions and lectures. The intent of this course is to help the student
become an active rather than a passive film viewer. To this end, the student will learn terms associated
with film, jobs within the film industry, how stunts and special effects are done, and how a film is
constructed. The culmination of the class is student demonstration of film knowledge through the
making of their own short film. Students will need access to a video camera to complete this
project.

Prerequisites: None

7210 Art I
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Sem. or Yr.
0.5-1.0

Art I is an introductory, two semester course designed to serve as the foundation for all other visual
arts studio courses. Students gain exposure to the visual arts through a variety of two- and
three-dimensional media. Emphasis will be placed on the development of the student’s abilities to
draw from observation, and the elements and principles of design, as they are directly applicable to
studio projects. Historical, as well as contemporary references will be presented. Proper use of
equipment, materials and a variety of safety issues in the art room are covered. Additionally, students
will participate in art shows and competitions, as well as group critiques to develop skill in talking
about works of art. Sketchbook work is also required and graded. This introductory course of art is a
prerequisite for Art II.

Prerequisites: Art Fundamentals



7220 Art II
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Sem. or Yr.
0.5-1.0

Art II is an intermediate, two-semester course designed to build upon and increase the student’s
knowledge of the elements and principles of design, and familiarity with an increased variety of
media and techniques. Students will have the opportunity to further develop their technical and
perceptual drawing abilities. Historical and contemporary examples of art will be presented.
Individual and group critiques are an important component of this course, along with continued
sketchbook work. It is expected for students to participate in art competitions, art shows and school
projects. This course is a prerequisite for Art Emphasis.

Prerequisites: Art I

7300 Art Emphasis
Grade Level: 11, 12

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Sem. or Yr.
0.5-1.0

Art Emphasis is an advanced, two-semester course designed for the serious student who demonstrates
exceptional interest and ability in art. Students will have the opportunity to do advanced work in
drawing, painting, and sculpture, graphic and applied arts. Course emphasis is on the development of
a portfolio consisting of 12-20 works. Continued sketchbook work is required in order to further
develop observational and technical drawing skills. Historical and contemporary examples of art will
be presented. Individual and group critiques will be a major aspect of this class, along with the
exploration of new art media, techniques, careers in art, and the proper presentation of completed
work. It is expected for students to participate in art competitions, art shows, and school and
community projects.

Prerequisites: Art II

7305 Studio Options
Grade Level: 11, 12

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Sem. or Yr.
0.5-1.0

This course is intended for anyone who wants to make artwork in a medium and style of their choice.
Students will be given the opportunity to select their subject matter, medium, and style in the
following areas: painting (acrylic, oil, tempera, watercolor), drawing (graphite pencil, charcoal, pen
and ink, colored pencils, chalk pastels, oil pastels), sculpture (paper mache, plaster, clay, wire), and
printmaking (screen printing, block printing). All students will be expected to complete a minimum of
one studio project per quarter. A sketchbook is required and will be graded.

Prerequisites: Art I

7225 Newspaper Production
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Year
1.0

Newspaper is an intensive writing and design course where students will learn and put into practice
the skills necessary for producing the student newspaper. Students will learn the basics of journalistic
writing (News, Feature, Sports and Opinion) as they cover school and community events. They will
also learn and implement the basics of photojournalism, graphic design, lay- out, web design and
video production. The Newspaper class publishes two print issues a year, produces the monthly video



announcements and maintains the online aspects of the newspaper: Nccpantherprint.com and The
Panther Print Twitter, Facebook and Instagram accounts.

Prerequisites: None

7230 Yearbook
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Year
1.0

This course is designed for students interested in marketing, graphic design, feature writing,
photo-journalism, advertising, or management. Students will learn everything necessary to create,
promote, and publish a high school yearbook. Focus will be on the following areas: layout and design,
thematic organization, writing and interviewing, photo composition, and working as a team. Open to
all students, regardless of prior experience.

Prerequisites: None



PHYSICAL EDUCATION
One credit of PE is required for graduation, with a 0.5 credits in Health. The remaining 0.5 credits can
be met with an in-person PE course or by participation in a minimum of 3 separate sports seasons or 3
seasons of marching band.

8100 Physical Fitness (Co-Ed)
Grade Level: 9

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Semester
0.5

This course is designed to establish a foundation of healthy behavior skills and knowledge that will
enable students to pursue a healthy and active lifestyle. Students will learn and practice various
elements of sport-related skills and fitness principles. Etiquette, sportsmanship and effort are
emphasized in daily activities. Students will use interpersonal communication skills daily to work
cooperatively in dynamic settings. Students are required to dress in appropriate gym clothes for every
class. Other areas of focus throughout the semester include teaching students about the value of
teamwork, effort and leadership.

Prerequisites: None

8200 Health
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Semester
0.5

Health Education is a course designed to provide students with the knowledge and skills necessary to
lead a healthy lifestyle by increasing health literacy. Students will understand the value of practicing
healthy habits to improve physical, mental and social health. Content areas include nutrition and
physical activity, vaping and alcohol, drugs, emotional and mental health, personal care and body
systems, healthy and safe relationships, first aid and CPR. Students will apply learned strategies
throughout the semester to develop self-esteem, improve organization skills and practice refusal
skills. Students daily will demonstrate the ability to use interpersonal communication skills to
enhance health and reduce health risks.

Prerequisites: None

8205 Co-Ed Fitness & Conditioning
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Semester
0.5

This course is designed to increase levels of athleticism and physical ability. Emphasis is placed on a
mix of conditioning, weight training, circuit training, plyometrics and yoga. Students will be
challenged to improve their muscular strength, muscular endurance, flexibility and cardio- respiratory
endurance. Students will also learn about and apply various elements of fitness related concepts,
principles and strategies to daily activity.

Prerequisites: None

8300 Co-Ed Fitness & Conditioning
Grade Level: 11, 12

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Semester
0.5

Weight Training is a course that is designed to build upon an already established foundation of



physical fitness. Students will be lifting weights and performing various workouts daily while setting
goals and tracking scores to achieve growth throughout the semester. Students will be tested on
muscle anatomy and fitness principles related to the work done in class. Muscular strength,
endurance, body composition and flexibility are key components of the work performed. Only
students who are serious about getting stronger, more explosive and athletic should enroll in this
class.

Prerequisites: None



ELECTIVES

9200 Marketing I
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Semester
0.5

Marketing is a hands-on, project-based course in which students will learn about how the value of a
product or service is communicated to a target audience. Students will learn the fundamentals of
marketing as well as examine current marketing campaigns, strategies, and how the use of social
media has changed the way we view promotion. Within the constructs of the class, students will put
into practice marketing strategy in promoting events for NCC, as well as creating a product and
public relation campaign to target their chosen audience.

Prerequisites: None

9205 Public Relations
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Semester
0.5

Students will learn the basics of public relations and marketing strategies. Over the course of the
semester, students will examine current public relations campaigns, celebrities and how the use of
social media has changed the way; we view the promotion of a persona and brand. This is also a
hands-on course where students will take what they learn and use those skills to create publicity
components for Nouvel Catholic Central, as well as formulate a strategic plan.

Prerequisites: None

9210 Computer Science
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Semester
0.5

This is a one semester, entry level course for students who are interested and want to explore the
programming field. No prior programming experience is necessary, although students with experience
are also welcome. In this course students learn to develop programs in a logical manner using
structured programming methods. A problem solving approach is emphasized.
Topics include decision making loops, arrays, graphics, strings, designing forms, sub-programs,
debugging programs, and other special topics. This is an elective course and is not intended to
replace the regular sequence students should follow in mathematics.

Prerequisites: Enrolled in or already have taken Algebra II (any level).

9220 Engineering Graphics
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Semester
0.5

This course is a one semester course designed to introduce the student to the basic concepts and
standard practices necessary for the communication of technical data which includes the reading,
interpretation and creation of 3D models through computer-aided design (CAD) programs,
engineering drawings, and technical sketching.

Prerequisites: Completion of Geometry



9320 Introduction to Engineering
Grade Level: 10, 11, 12

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Semester
0.5

This course is designed to give students an understanding of the many fields that make up engineering
and an introduction into the opportunities that engineering offers. Students will begin by investigating
the question “What is engineering?” Each student will then pursue projects in the engineering field or
fields that are of most interest to that student. Projects throughout the course will require students to
incorporate math, science, English, and communications skills to research, design, present and report
on the engineering fields they investigate. Students entering this course need to be motivated and
interested in the field of engineering and be prepared for the multidisciplinary nature of the course.

Prerequisite: Students taking this course must be enrolled in or have taken Engineering Graphics
unless given prior approval. Course is open to students who have completed or are enrolled in
Algebra II. It is highly recommended that students have taken or are currently enrolled in any level of
physics.

Prerequisites: Engineering Graphics

9305 On My Own
Grade Level: 11, 12

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Semester
0.5

On My Own is a life skills course where students focus on preparation in the following areas: College
Life, Employment and Workplace, Life Skills, Personal Health and Safety, Relationships, Budgeting
and Leadership Goals. From knowing how to sew a button to nailing a job interview, students will
learn the basics of caring for themselves in the real world, as well as gaining confidence in their own
abilities.

Prerequisites: None



OFF CAMPUS STUDIES
These electives require an external application completed by student, parent, and counselor in advance.

0300 Saginaw Career Complex
Grade Level: 11, 12

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Year
1.5

Students attend the Saginaw Career Complex for specific vocational training three (3) hours per day,
Monday-Friday. Students are encouraged to register for Session I (a.m. session) at the Career
Complex and to take four (4) academic core classes at Nouvel. Students receive school credit and an
academic grade. Students planning on going to the Career Complex for two years may need to take
summer school classes to make up course requirements for Nouvel.

Program offerings are updated annually. Literature and resources are available in the Guidance
Counseling Department.

Please note that we cannot guarantee enrollment at SCC. Final offerings will be based on
enrollment. You will need to submit your application as soon as possible in order to save a seat
in the program of your choice.

Prerequisites: 14 earned credits by the end of 10th grade

0305 Dual Enrollment
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Semester
0.5

Students may participate in dual enrollment courses, either online or in person. Michigan Department
of Education supports students with a flat rate towards each dual enrollment class, up to a total of 10
courses throughout high school. Please see Mrs. Boros for more information and additional criteria
for enrollment.

Prerequisites: Dual Enrollment is approved by the counseling department on an individual basis.

0310 MIVHS Courses
Grade Level: 9, 10, 11, 12

Course Length:
Credits Earned:

Sem. or Yr.
0.5 - 1.0

Additional electives available virtually through MIVHS. See Mrs. Boros for updated course offerings.

Prerequisites: MIVHS coursework is approved by the counseling department on an individual
basis.



GRADING SCALE

Nouvel Catholic Central High School Utilizes a Weighted 4.0 Grading Scale. Students who choose to
take more challenging opportunities including Honors, Advanced Placement, and Dual Enrollment are
able to receive a GPA “boost” if they receive a final semester grade of a B (83.00% or higher) due to
the academic rigor of their chosen coursework.
Note: Grades are not rounded up unless a teacher or course policy indicates otherwise. For example, if you
receive an 82.75 (B-), it will not be rounded up to a B automatically.

(%) Grade         CP Honors* AP*
98-100           A+ 4.3 4.6 4.8
93-97.99        A 4.0 4.3 4.5
90-92.99        A- 3.7 4.0 4.2
87-89.99        B+ 3.3 3.6 3.8
83-86.99        B 3.0 3.3 3.5
80-82.99        B- 2.7 2.7 3.2
77-79.99        C+ 2.3 2.3 2.8
73-76.99        C 2.0 2.0 2.5
70-72.99        C- 1.7 1.7 2.2
67-69.99        D+ 1.3 1.3 1.8
63-66.99        D 1.0 1.0 1.5
60-62.99        D- 0.7 0.7 1.2
Below 60        F                0.0 0.0 0.0

.
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