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Nouvel Catholic Central 

AP Literature 

COURSE SYLLABUS 

COURSE DESCRIPTION: Students will learn to read and comprehend poetry, drama, novels, 
short stories, and essays written at various times in various 
cultures with an emphasis on literature. They will learn how to 
discover meaning in literature by being attentive to language, 
image, character, action, and the various techniques and strategies 
authors use to evoke emotional responses from readers. Students 
will be expected to justify their interpretations by referencing 
details and patterns found in the reading requirements and also to 
compare their interpretations with those proposed by others 
(teachers, classmates, and published literary scholars). In addition 
to all other types of writing, the analytical/argumentative essay is a 
staple of the course. By the end of 2nd semester, students will be 
prepared for and are strongly encouraged to take the AP test in 
May. 

MAJOR COURSE GOALS: TLW read with understanding a range of literature that is rich in 
quality and representative of different literary forms and historical 
periods.  

TLW read a literary text analytically seeing relationships between 
form and content.  

TLW respond actively and imaginatively to a literary work by 
describing its stylistic features, evaluating the features in light of 
theme, entertaining alternative approaches, or dramatizing 
circumstances of effects of the work.  

TLW draw conclusions about the themes of a work, appraising 
them and speculating independently on related works. 

 TLW view writing as a developed discipline that includes collecting 
information, formulating ideas and determining their relationships.  

TLW respond directly and efficiently to questions that require a 
timed essay by organizing quickly and clearly, focusing on major 
points that provide a competent response to the question, and 
developing each major point fully.  

COURSE ASSESSMENT PLAN: Class lecture and discussion, in and out of class reading, critical 
thinking and connection to texts, essay responses, projects, 
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presentations, compositions, multiple choice preparation, and 
testing strategies will be used to not only prepare students for the 
AP exam, but also evaluate progress and grades.  

SUPPLIES AND MATERIALS: Google Classroom: fdyfplw 

Recommended: Notebook (individual or divided) for Novels, Poetry 
and Writing components 

EXTRA HELP: The teacher is available 4th -7th hour as well as after school until 
3:15PM. 

INSTRUCTIONAL PHILOSOPHY: There will be a variety of teaching strategies used to address 
differing learning styles. Lecture notes, group discussion, in-class 
activities, and individual responses will be utilized where 
appropriate. While an immediate goal of AP test preparation is a 
focus, there is also the larger goal in every class to for students to 
make real-world connections. I never want them wondering “Why 
do I need to know this?”, or “When will I ever use this?”  

The course will provide an intellectual challenge and a workload 
consistent with a typical undergraduate literature course. It is not 
just about rigor but also about the maturity required of a college 
student to read and write more advanced texts. The difficulty of 
the texts is intended to engage students, and encourage them to 
make their own decisions about published authors and works, as 
well as grow in their own writing.  

COURSE MATERIALS: The Bedford Introduction to Literature, Eleventh Edition.  

Survival. T. H. Peek Publication – source book for prior English 
Department requirements (MLA) Writing About Literature. 
Prentice Hall.  

Novels:  

The Great Gatsby by F. Scott FitzGerald  

Night by Elie Wiesel  

The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini  

The Color Purple by Alice Walker 

Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen 
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CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS: *Respect yourself and others at all times. 

*Listen while others are speaking. 

* Class participation is expected and required!  

HOMEWORK POLICY AND 
GRADING SCALE: 

*Assignments will only receive full credit when submitted the day 
they are due. Late work will be accepted the following day but the 
grade will be reduced. 

*All formal papers, articles and responses should be typed unlesds 
otherwise noted. 

*Plagiarism will not be tolerated and is an automatic zero for the 
assignment. When in doubt, always cite any work/sources that are 
not your own. 

General assignment values (all points are approximate): 

Participation: 10 points  

Homework/In-Class Activities 10-20 points 

Essays: 25 points 

Tests/Quizzes: 15-25 points 

Midterm/Final: 50 points 

*Extra credit will be offered throughout the semester at my 
discretion.  

*Grades are based on the accumulated points of all assignments. 

*The NCC grading scale is listed in the NCC handbook. 

  

CONTACT INFORMATION:  

Teacher: Rachel Chaltraw 

Email Address: rchaltraw@nouvelcatholic.org 

Phone Number: 

 

791-4330 x432 

 


