
 

 
January 7, 2021 

Dear Nouvel Catholic Central Community, 

We hope that your family had a wonderful Christmas and New Year’s holiday.  We look forward to 
welcoming your child back on campus.  As we prepare for that, we want to share some important 
information and updates with you.     
 
Return to In-Person Learning 
Based on recent information shared by the Saginaw County Health Department (SCHD), we are on track 
to return to in-person learning on Monday, January 11. Please see the local information below from the 
SCHD (edited for length). 
 

• Positivity rate: Saginaw County has gone from over 19% positivity just weeks ago to under 12%.  
• Daily cases:  While we're still higher than we'd like to be, we are on a 45-day decline! We're now 

seeing an average of 59 new cases per day. (In a SCHD Facebook live session on 1/6/21, this data 
was updated to a 52-day decline and a running average of 43 daily cases.) 

• Hospitalizations:  Although our hospitals remain near capacity, we are seeing a decline in the 
percentage of COVID-19 related admissions. 
 

COVID Protocols 
Before Christmas, NCC leadership met to review and if necessary, clarify and update our COVID-19 
protocols.   
 

• Band: we continue to review the best possible location and process for band classes while working 
to maintain a healthy and safe environment. At NCCE/MS we have made adjustments to assure 
cohort integrity during band classes.  

• Desk Shields:  
o All teachers have access to shields that can be used during close proximity instruction. 
o Desk shields were originally provided to the elementary and middle schools before masks 

were required for all students (unless unable to medically tolerate a mask).  With all 
students in masks, the impact of desk shields during instruction is significantly 
reduced.  Desk shields can continue to be used in the classrooms.     

o Due to the greater risk in the high school cafeteria, some of the desk shields were 
reallocated to the high school for use during lunch. Additional desk shields have been 
ordered to replace those given to the high school. 

o Desk shields are in place in the high school cafeteria and will be used at the elementary 
and middle school during lunch.  

• Mask policy and expectations:  All students, staff and faculty are required to wear a mask in the 
building except when eating/drinking.  

• Specials / Cohorting Students:  Cohorts are able to move throughout the building.  This allows for 
instruction in NCCE/MS specials classes (art, computers…).  Desks are and will continue to be 
cleaned between sessions in appropriate classrooms.     

• Volunteers:  as stated in the return to school FAQ document, only essential volunteers are in the 
building.  Existing volunteer activities are essential to allow the school to conduct daily operations 
(cafeteria, library…). 

 



COVID-19 Vaccines 

• In mid-December, the Catholic Bishops of Michigan issued a joint statement regarding the moral 
and ethical aspect of the various COVID-19 vaccines.  The full statement can be found here. 

• NCC is working with the SCHD to facilitate the distributions of vaccines to school staff and 
faculty who have expressed interest in receiving the vaccine.  SCHD is projecting that they may 
be able to begin distributing vaccines to school employees in late January - early February.  The 
SCHD has stated that they will prioritize schools that are providing in-person instruction. 

Snow Day Policy 

• NCC will continue to have “snow days” in a traditional sense.  While we have experienced 
remote learning intermittently over the last nine months, not all students/families are able to 
transition to remote learning on short notice due to limitations related to technology.  Should 
we reach a certain level of snow days, or if we are able to prepare in advance for possible 
closures, work/instruction may be provided to be completed at home, and therefore consider 
the day as an “instructional day.”    

• As we move into the heart of winter, it is essential that Nouvel families closely monitor their 
email, texts and news outlets during adverse weather conditions.  NCC will continue to 
communicate school closings through the traditional outlets.  However, if surrounding public 
school districts are not providing in-person instruction, it is very possible that NCC may close 
while public school districts may not officially close.  As always, as a parent, we respect your 
right to make decisions that you feel are in the best interest of your child regarding 
driving/traveling in adverse weather conditions.  

As we move forward into the new year, we continue to pray for all those who have been impacted by the 
ongoing pandemic.  We appreciate your continued partnership and support as we work to support our 
students, families, staff and faculty.     

Respectfully, 

 

 
Mr. Cormac Lynn    Mr. Patrick Bevier          Mr. Dan Decuf   
Superintendent of Catholic Schools  NCCE/MS Principal           NCCHS Principal   
clynn@dioceseofsaginaw.org  pbevier@nouvelcatholic.org         ddecuf@nouvelcatholic.org  
(989) 797-6651     (989) 792-2361                        (989) 399-2221  
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