
 

 
December 3, 2020 

Dear Nouvel Catholic Central Families,   

Thank you for your continued commitment to Nouvel Catholic Central as we continue to work through a 
challenging time with unique circumstances.  

Over the coming days, we expect that we will hear from the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services 
(MDHHS) regarding the current order that, in part, moved all high schools to remote instruction through 
Tuesday, December 8.  The current order may be extended in duration and/or expanded to include additional 
grade levels.  As we have in the past, we expect that our school will continue to abide by MDHHS orders.         

Our community has clearly communicated its preference for in-person instruction.  Our families have chosen 
Nouvel for a wide range of reasons.  Many of these reasons are tied to your child’s experience when he/she is 
in the building.  Whether that be modeling our Faith, worshiping together, or providing effective in-person 
instruction, we cannot fully recreate these and other impactful and formative experiences virtually.  For the well-
being and continued development of our students, it is important that we provide in-person learning whenever 
possible. 

Our goal and preference remains to provide in-person instruction.  To that end, we are planning on a resumption 
of in-person learning at the elementary and middle school as of Monday, December 7, and at the high school as 
of Wednesday, December 9 (pending an updated order from MDHHS).   

Over the past few weeks, members of the staff and faculty have expressed concerns related to a continuation 
of in-person instruction.  We realize and respect the specific personal and family dynamics that affect their 
individual level of comfort with in-person instruction.  Every employee has the right to make decisions that they 
feel are best for themselves and/or their family as it relates to the work environment.  There are no “wrong” 
decisions in this situation. We will always respect a decision made by a colleague that they feel is the interest of 
the health and well-being of their family.    

To that end, it is possible that some members of our staff/faculty may opt not to return for in-person 
instruction.  If this occurs, we will work to reduce the impact that any changes may have on our 
students.  Various scenarios have been discussed and reviewed, should this become a reality.  Just as we have 
with other COVID related challenges, each situation will be evaluated independently to determine what is best 
for our students, families and school.  If your child is impacted through a change in staffing, we ask for your 
understanding as we work to find the best possible way, under the circumstances, to provide in-person 
learning.          

Significant time and energy was invested on developing, reviewing and strengthening our back to school 
plan.  With a few exceptions, we have had a very positive first semester with limited transmission of COVID-19 
that can be reasonably connected to in-person learning.  We are confident with a continued commitment to the 
protocols and mitigation strategies in place, that we can continue to limit transmission of COVID-19 during the 
school day.    



When evaluating our ability to provide in-person instruction, we will continue to consult with the Saginaw 
County Health Department and MDHHS orders.  We will also continue to monitor specific key metrics in our 
school buildings: 

• The presence of epidemiologically linked cases in the building (i.e. an outbreak) 
• Student attendance levels at the building and classroom level 
• Staffing capacity due to COVID-19 diagnosis and or quarantines  

There is no specific “number” in each category or collectively that will result in an automatic move to remote 
learning. Every case is unique and will be evaluated independently by school leadership to determine the most 
appropriate course of action.      

The feedback provided in the November parent survey will continue to be included in relevant decisions as we 
move towards and through Christmas.  In the short term, please continue to watch your email for an update 
related to the current MDHHS order. Thank you for your continued patience and trust in Nouvel to provide the 
best quality, Catholic education for your child. 

 
Respectfully, 
 
 
 
 
Mr. Cormac Lynn   Mr. Patrick Bevier  Mr. Dan Decuf  
Superintendent of Catholic Schools  NCCE/MS Principal   NCCHS Principal  
clynn@dioceseofsaginaw.org    pbevier@nouvelcatholic.org ddecuf@nouvelcatholic.org  
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