
Zach admitted he struggled his first two years academically. But “staying at Nouvel helped me realize that if I 
could prevail in this challenge, there’s really nothing I can’t and won’t be able to handle. Nouvel helped me 
realize that I didn’t have to work at a plant or several dead-end jobs for the rest of my life.”

e first in his family to attend college, Zach pursued a degree in Media Studies and Journalism at Eastern 
Michigan University. “College was easier than high school, honestly, and I tell people that all the time. Nouvel 
really does prepare you for college and I’m so fortunate to have had that experience. “

Zachary Badger-House has overcome many challenges. He faced it with incredible courage and Zachary Badger-House has overcome many challenges. He faced it with incredible courage and 
determination. And with the help of many and the grace of God, he has succeeded and his future couldn’t 
look any brighter. 

Zach understands the role that donors played in his success. “Everything I have accomplished to this day is 
because of Nouvel. And I thank every donor that helped along the way. Nouvel opened so many doors and 
helped me see a vision of myself where I don’t have to be a product of my environment.”

Still working hard and pushing forward, Zach stated, “I want to make something of myself, and I also keep the Still working hard and pushing forward, Zach stated, “I want to make something of myself, and I also keep the 
pressure on myself. Something I say every day is ‘enough is never enough.’ And by that I mean that the hard 
work is never completed and goals are far from being reached.”

Zach’s journey is far from finished. He’s simply beginning the next phase.

Growing up on Saginaw’s East Side inner city, Zach didn’t have big dreams for his future. 
He hoped he would grow tall enough to play in the NBA. at didn’t happen. And college 
was the last thing on his mind.

Nothing in his surroundings suggested a bright or hopeful future. Zach explained, “In my Nothing in his surroundings suggested a bright or hopeful future. Zach explained, “In my 
early childhood, my neighborhood friends would simply come and go because they would 
move so much. I witnessed poverty in my neighborhood – homeless individuals, low 
income households and gang violence.” e violence in his neighborhood continues today 
and Zach is quick to share that, if it wasn’t for his parents Narvel Badger and Michelle 
House, and their strong will to keep him away from it he could easily have been involved.

And, it’s a story of God’s grace in placing 
on his life journey the people and 
opportunities needed for Zach to receive 
the blessings God intended for his life. 
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From Kindergarten through 8th grade, Zach 
attended Francis Reh Academy. He counts it as a 
‘pretty good’ experience, overall, despite having to 
wear a ‘corny’ uniform! Corny or not, it was at the 
Academy in 2007 where his eighth grade teacher, 
Mr. Wynn, exposed him to his potential for higher 
learning and a spark was lit.

About this time, Oscar Mendoza, former About this time, Oscar Mendoza, former 
Coordinator of Enrollment for Nouvel Catholic 
Central, took the position that, as he put it, 
“Catholic education needed to be promoted and 
talked about at every venue possible. I wanted to be 
the visible, approachable face of NCC.” To 
accomplish that, Mendoza scheduled appearances 
and speaking engagements throughout the year.and speaking engagements throughout the year.

One of those opportunities was speaking to Zach’s 
8th grade class at Francis Reh. NCC Athletic 
Director and Football Coach, Mike Boyd, 
accompanied Mendoza and they shared the benefits 
of Nouvel’s education program and other 
opportunities. While ten students expressed 
interest, only Zach and three other boys eventually 
came to the school.came to the school.

According to Mendoza, “e one thing that 
prevented many from signing up was the cost 
factor. Once I mentioned they would have to pay to 
attend, they became quiet. ese inner city kids 
knew that once money was mentioned, the door 
that was open to them talking to their parents about 
Nouvel was closed.”

But, Zach filled out the paperwork and as he put it, But, Zach filled out the paperwork and as he put it, 
“practically begged my mom if I could attend 
Nouvel. And she said ‘no’ all the way until two 
weeks before school was to start. Eventually, she 
changed her mind and that’s when my journey 
began.”

Acceptance into Nouvel’s program was the easier 
part of Zach’s journey. Transportation to the school 
was a bigger concern. But Mendoza was determined 
to make the transition as smooth as possible. “e 
biggest challenge for Zach was finding 
transportation to Nouvel from the Southeast side of 
Saginaw. At the start of the 2007 school year he 
would catch a city bus by his house around 6:00am. would catch a city bus by his house around 6:00am. 
e bus took him to the downtown Saginaw 
terminal where he transferred to another bus to 
State Street. From there he walked to Weineke 
Street and on to Nouvel High School.”

Mendoza put out a notice asking if anyone in 
Saginaw could pick Zach up and bring him to 
school, but received no offers. Eventually, the two 
worked out a plan. “For the 2007-2008 school year, I 
drove in from Freeland to pick up Zach at his house 
at 7:00am. If time allowed, we stopped at 
McDonald’s for a quick breakfast sandwich. Zach 
usually had a ride home after school. But if he didn’t, usually had a ride home after school. But if he didn’t, 
I would also take him home.”

How did Zach handle his new surroundings? In 
Mendoza’s recollection, Zach was shy, quiet and 
hard to read. But, “I do know that leaving all your 
school friends and familiar neighborhood 
surroundings to attend a new school where everyone 
is a stranger and 95% of the student body is another 
color, took some guts!” 

Indeed, stepping through Nouvel’s doors that first Indeed, stepping through Nouvel’s doors that first 
day was daunting. Zach said his first thoughts 
were, “I don’t see a lot of familiar faces or 
people my skin color here. Actually, there 
are really no black people here!” Zach 
admits that when he first arrived, he
 hated it. “I felt as if the students 
resented me and that they couldn’tresented me and that they couldn’t
 relate to me or where I came from.”   

Football is where Zach finally found his footing. 
“Students at Nouvel loved their football team,” Zach 
recalled. “And being part of the team felt like a family 
and every last player on the team was like a brother 
to me.”   

Coach Mike Boyd shared that Zach “might have a Coach Mike Boyd shared that Zach “might have a 
rough day at school. You could see it in his face. And 
he could release that tension at practice being 
around the team and coaches. Physical activity 
released the stress and real camaraderie developed.” 

Boyd continued, “It doesn’t matter who you are or Boyd continued, “It doesn’t matter who you are or 
where you come from, we make sure that every team 
member is cared for and made to feel like family. 
Zach became an example of hard work and 
dedication paying off. His personality came out and 
he developed into a spirited, coachable team player.” 

Zach also had classmates and teachers volunteer as 
tutors; and still others helped purchase NCC clothing 
items and more. “It was an example of a village 
raising a child,” Mendoza offered.

Even with this help and support, Zach struggled in Even with this help and support, Zach struggled in 
the classroom with Nouvel’s tough curriculum, 
academic expectations and demands. “I wanted to 
quit and change schools,” he said. “But my mother 
said that, because I wanted to attend Nouvel so bad, I 
had to finish there.” 

Mike Boyd recalled, “NCC is tough academically, Mike Boyd recalled, “NCC is tough academically, 
especially when you don’t have the foundation. Zach 
struggled early but never quit. And NCC families and 
staff picked him up and kept him going.

As it is for many Nouvel students, funding was a big 
concern during Zach’s four years. “It was not a free 
ride,” Mendoza explained. “While he received a yearly 
scholarship, Zach’s mother had to pay something and 
she paid it faithfully each year.” With the addition of 
available private donor funding, 
Zach was able to graduate.

God placed many people on Zach’s path God placed many people on Zach’s path 
  to help him succeed. He recalled that, 
   “Mrs. Speaker (teacher) was always 
       curious and wanted to know if I had 
        any problems going on. 
        And Mrs. Sullivan (in the front office,
        at that time) provided snacks that I 
        could go and get throughout the day.         could go and get throughout the day. 
       e ‘lunch ladies’ were always sweet. 
       e entire advisory staff made sure 
       I graduated with no problems.”
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